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Reading corner  
adj.+ noun A 
corner of the 
classroom where 
children	can	fi	nd	
reading material, 
and can sit and 
read it.

Theme table  
adj.+ noun A table 
containing objects 
and pictures which 
relate to a theme 
being discussed 
in the classroom, 
e.g. transport; wild 
animals.

TEACHER ACTIVITY 1

1.   Creating a print-rich 
environment

1.1  What is a print-rich environment?

1.  In your groups, discuss what a print-rich classroom 

might look like. Use your own experience and the 

information from the photos below.  Different groups 

will discuss:

•	What is on the walls?

•	What is in the reading corner?

•	What is on the learners’ desks?

•	What is on the theme table?  

•	Any other kinds of print in these classrooms?

2.  After discussing for 5 minutes, choose someone to 

give a concise report back to the whole class.

 

Print-rich 
classroom adj.+ 
noun A classroom 
which contains a 
large amount and 
variety of written 
materials
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•	A print-rich classroom is one which is full of interesting and 

colourful print material (e.g. books, posters, labels, word 

walls, etc). 

•	Printed labels are posted on doors, windows;

•	There are bookcases or shelves containing books, and 

interesting objects, etc.

•	Printed signs are also used to identify the theme materials.

•	Print material should be in the learners’ home language as 

well as the additional language. For example, there should 

be bilingual labels of the classroom objects and on the word 

wall.

1.2  Different print materials 

You will see that there are many different print materials that 

teachers can use to make their classrooms interesting and 

stimulating environments.

•	 Alphabetic frieze

•	 Word walls

•	 Wall calendars

•	 Stationery (e.g. crayons, markers, pencils, gluesticks, 

scissors, etc.) that can be used whenever a child needs them

•	 Poster containing classroom rules

•	 A welcoming reading corner

•	  Labels identifying resources and different areas in the 

classroom, e.g. theme table, reading corner, etc.

•	 White board or black board where learners can write words

•	 Weather chart

•	 Birthday chart

•	  Learners’ work should be displayed and changed on a regular 

basis to encourage the learners’ continuous improvement.

Alphabetic frieze 
adj.+ noun a 
decoration that 
goes along the top 
of the walls of a 
room or a building, 
each section 
having a picture of 
a different letter of 
the alphabet, and 
things beginning 
with that letter.

Stationery noun 
materials that you 
use for writing, 
such as paper, 
pens, pencils. etc.
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TEACHER ACTIVITY 2

1.3  Why is a print-rich environment 
important?

1.  In your groups brainstorm why it is important to have a 

print rich classroom

2.  Choose one person to note down your points and report 

back on ONE of your points to the rest of the class.

(5 minutes)

1.4  The importance of a print-rich 
environment

Compare the ideas you came up with in your groups with the points 

below:

1. A print-rich environment creates an interesting and 

stimulating environment in which learning can take place.

2. It sends a message that books and literacy are important and 

valued.

3. A print-rich environment provides exposure to language and 

literacy and helps foster the skills needed for reading and 

writing.

4. Displayed materials are easily available for learners to see 

and read on a daily basis and they are encouraged to use 

them.

Many learners in South Africa come from homes where there are 

not many (or any) print resources. It is important for schools 

to play a compensatory role by making their classrooms as 

interesting and exciting as possible.

Exposure noun 
Opportunity to 
experience the 
language and its 
written form.

Foster verb to 
help the skills 
develop over a 
period of time; 
to encourage and 
promote the skills.
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TEACHER ACTIVITY 3

2.   Arranging the space

1.  In your groups brainstorm how the desks and the 

teacher’s table and other pieces of furniture should be 

arranged in your classroom.

2.  Try to draw a diagram of the layout of your own 

classroom.

3.  Choose ONE group member to report back on her/his 

classroom arrangement to the rest of the class.

2.1  Space arrangement

Read these ideas and compare them with the ideas you discussed 

in your groups.

The teacher’s space – your chair and table – can be placed on one 

side so that it does not obstruct the board or get in the way of 

activities. Set a good example by keeping your space neat, clean 

and pleasant. 

Learners’ tables should be in groups, or should allow for easy 

movement. Learners must be able to work effectively as a whole 

class, in pairs, in groups, or individually. Each learner’s desk should 

have her/his name on it. 

There are other ways you can use your classroom space, depending 

on the size of your classroom and the number of children in your 

class. For example, your classroom could include a book corner, 

Obstruct verb To 
block the view; get 
in the way.
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TEACHER ACTIVITY 4

a mat work area or a theme table (e.g. one of the pictures above 

shows a theme table on the theme of transport).

2.2  How print-rich is your classroom?

EVALUATE YOUR OWN CLASSROOM

1. Fill in a form

•	Appendix 1 at the end of this hand-out is an 

evaluation form. Think about your own classroom 

and	fi	ll	in	the	form,	to	see	how	print-rich	it	is.

•	There are places in the form where you can 

plan improvements to your classroom, so that it 

becomes	more	print-rich.	Make	sure	that	you	fi	ll	

these in carefully.

2. Report back

•	In each group, individual teachers report back to 

their group members:

-  How she/he rates the overall print-richness of 

her classroom? (excellent, good, satisfactory, 

poor or very poor)

-  Anything she needs to do to improve the 

print-richness of her classroom

•	Facilitator encourages teachers to continue working 

on the check-list back at school.  

(10 + 2 minutes)
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3. Goal-setting

•	Each teacher is given a piece of card:

On it, she/he writes:

-   Her goal for improving how print-rich her 

classroom is

 -   How she plans to achieve this

•	Teachers stick cards up on the wall. Participants 

read other teachers’ cards at tea time.

(10 minutes)

Goal-setting 
noun deciding on 
targets you want 
to aim for in the 
future, and setting 
times when you 
would like to have 
reached them.
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3.   Appendices

3.1   Appendix A: Self-evaluation check-list:  
How print-rich is my classroom?

Use the questions below to evaluate how print-rich your classroom is:

•	Answer each question as truthfully as possible.

•	  If the print in your classroom could be improved, write a clear plan of 

action in the last column. (Keep in mind that some of the assessment 

activities mentioned are not relevant to all grades of the FP e.g. phonological 

awareness is not assessed in Grades 2 & 3.)

•			Reflect	on	your	plan	of	action	in	the	space	at	the	end	of	the	questionnaire.	

Prioritise your goals. Think about how you will assess whether or not you 

have achieved your goals.

1. WALLS
Are the following resources 
displayed on the walls in my 
classroom?

Yes – I’m 
happy 
about 
this

Yes – I 
have this 
but it 
could be 
improved

No Is any action 
needed?  What do I 
need to do?

a.  Alphabet chart (HL and 
FAL)

b. Alphabet frieze

c. Number chart/frieze
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1. WALLS
Are the following resources 
displayed on the walls in my 
classroom?

Yes – I’m 
happy 
about 
this

Yes – I 
have this 
but it 
could be 
improved

No Is any action 
needed?  What do I 
need to do?

d. Clock

e. Calendar

f.  Days of week chart in HL 
and FAL

g. Birthday chart

h. Children’s art

i.  Children’s writing in HL 
and FAL

j. Classroom rules

k. Duties poster

l.  Flashcards and sentence 
strips in HL and FAL
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1. WALLS
Are the following resources 
displayed on the walls in my 
classroom?

Yes – I’m 
happy 
about 
this

Yes – I 
have this 
but it 
could be 
improved

No Is any action 
needed?  What do I 
need to do?

m.  Labels of objects 
(bilingual)

n. Maps

o. News poster

p.  Phonics charts in HL and 
FAL

q. Handwriting charts

r.  Posters  (e.g. shapes, 
colours, food, transport, 
seasons) in HL and FAL

s. Times tables

t.  Timetable/Weekly lesson 
schedule

u. Weather charts
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1. WALLS
Are the following resources 
displayed on the walls in my 
classroom?

Yes – I’m 
happy 
about 
this

Yes – I 
have this 
but it 
could be 
improved

No Is any action 
needed?  What do I 
need to do?

v.  Word walls (e.g. high 
frequency words, sight 
words, vocabulary)

w.  Writing frames (e.g. 
Today is Wednesday 3 
December)

x. How would you rate the overall print-richness of your classroom walls? (tick one)

Excellent Good Satisfactory Poor Very Poor

2. Theme table Yes – I’m 
happy 
about 
this

Yes – I 
have this 
but it 
could be 
improved

No Is any action 
needed?  What do I 
need to do?

a.  Is there a theme table in 
my classroom?

b.  Is there a tablecloth on 
the theme table?

c.  Are there a variety of 
objects on the theme 
table?

d.  Are the objects on the 
theme table labelled in HL 
and FAL?

e.  Are there pictures or 
posters related to the 
theme in the classroom?
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2. Theme table Yes – I’m 
happy 
about 
this

Yes – I 
have this 
but it 
could be 
improved

No Is any action 
needed?  What do I 
need to do?

f.  Are there books related 
to the theme in the 
classroom?

y. If you have a theme table, how would you rate it overall? (tick one)

Excellent – 
(stimulating, 
creative and 
informative)

Good Satisfactory Poor Very Poor
Not 

applicable 
(no table)

3. Learner chairs and 
tables

Yes – I’m 
happy 
about this

Yes – I 
have this 
but it 
could be 
improved

No Is any action 
needed?  What do I 
need to do?

a.  Do the learners’ tables 
display their names? 
(Grade 1 only)

b.  Do the learners’ tables 
have alphabet strips?

c.  Do the learners’ tables 
have number strips/ 
charts?

d.  Do the learners’ tables 
display the times table? 
(Grades 2 and 3 only)

a. How would you rate the print-richness of the learner tables overall (tick one)

Excellent Good Satisfactory Poor Very Poor
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4. Reading corner
Does the reading corner 
have the following?

Yes – I’m 
happy 
about this

Yes –  I 
have this 
but it  
could be 
improved

No Is any action 
needed?  What do I 
need to do?

a. Books

b. Magazines

c. Bookshelf with labels

d. Puppets/toys

e. Title chart/reading log

f. Poster - how to care for 
books

g. Flash cards/ vocabulary 
of week

h. Motivational charts

i. Word bank
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j. Word games or puzzles

k. Dictionaries

l. Theme charts/ posters 
(e.g. themes, literacy, 
month)

m.    How would you rate your reading corner overall?

Excellent – 
enticing, learners 
likely to use it to 

read for fun  

Good Satisfactory Poor Very Poor

Not 
applicable 

– no 
reading 
corner

Reflect	on	your	plan	of	action.	Prioritise	your	goals.	Think	about	how	you	will	assess	
whether or not you have achieved your goals. Think about the impact of achieving your 
goals – How will it affect your learners’ progress towards becoming excellent readers? 
How will it affect their enjoyment in reading? How will you feel if you achieve your 
goals?
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