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Specialist vocabulary 
/ Amagama amasha 
ngokukhethekile / Isigama 
esikhethekileyo

We have used the following words in this section. We hope that you’ll make use of 

them in your discussions about how to manage learning in your classroom.

Sisebenzise la magama alandelayo kweli candelo. Sithemba uyakuwasebenzisa 

kwiingxoxo zakho nezingokulawula ukufunda egumbini lakho lokufundisela.

Kule ngxenye sisebenzise la magama alandelayo. Sethemba ukuthi  

uzowasebenzisa engxoxweni yakho emayelana nokufunda eklasini.

It is very important to build up vocabulary every day as the larger your learners’ 

vocabulary is, the better their chances of increasing their reading comprehension. 

When we teach comprehension strategies, it is useful to teach learners words 

or phrases that are commonly used to talk about texts and comprehension. This 

is all part of ‘text talk’ and helps build CALP skills. Words and phrases such as 

these and their Zulu and Xhosa equivalents should be used when talking about 

comprehension.  Even little Grade 1 learners can get used to using words such as 

these!

English Zulu Xhosa

Background knowledge 
noun phrase knowledge 
acquired through study or 
experience or instruction 
which helps you to understand 
a situation or passage

Before reading activities 
done before reading the 
passage
During reading activities 
done while reading the 
passage
After reading activities done 
after the passage has been 
read  

Phambi kokufunda
Ngethuba ufunda
Emva kokufunda
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Big idea/theme noun the 
main idea running right 
through a book, film or 
passage

Umxholo

Characters noun the people 
or animals in the story – who 
is the story about?

abalinganiswa

Comprehension noun 
decoding the writer's words 
and then using background 
knowledge to construct an 
understanding of the writer's 
message

Comprehension strategies 
noun phrase conscious plans 
— sets of steps that good 
readers use to make sense of 
text.

Ubuchule bokwazi 
isicatshulwa

Explicit information noun 
phrase stated clearly and in 
detail, leaving no room for 
confusion or doubt 
Implicit information noun 
phrase suggested though not 
directly expressed.

Inkcukacha epheleleyo

‘Fix-up’ strategies noun 
phrase things you can do 
to help you work out what 
something means if you are 
stuck during your reading

ubuchule bokulungisa 
iimposiso xa ungaqondi

*Fiction noun literature in 
the form of prose, especially 
novels, that describes 
imaginary events and people

Amabali angeyonyaniso

Heading noun a title at the 
head of a page or section of a 
book and 
Subheading noun a heading 
given to a subsection of a 
piece of writing

Izihloko /ezingaphantsi 
kwezihloko

Information text noun 
phrase A text whose primary 
purpose is to inform the 
reader about the natural or 
social world. This is a non-
fiction text.

Inkcukacha ngokubhaliweyo

Integration noun the process 
of combining two or more 
things in an effective way
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Language structures noun 
phrase the way meaningful 
elements of a language are 
put together: e.g. how words 
are made up and how they are 
combined into sentences

Main ideas noun phrase the 
main idea is the point of the 
paragraph. It is the most 
important thought about the 
topic.

Iingcinga ezingundoqo 

Predict verb say what will 
happen in the future, on 
the basis of knowledge or 
experience, or in the case of 
reading, on the basis of what 
you have read already

Ukuqikelela 

Make inferences verb come 
to a conclusion based on 
what you read together with 
background knowledge and 
experience that you have

Ukuqikelela

Make connections (using 
clues in the text and in 
your head) verb phrase to 
understand that there is a 
relationship between two or 
more things

Ukunxulumanisa iziganeko

Monitor your 
comprehension while 
reading verb observe and 
check the progress or quality 
of your comprehension

Ukuzazi nokuziqonda xa 
ufunda ukhulisa ingqiqo

Narrative text noun phrase 
A narrative is a text that tells 
a story. The story can be 
realistic, imagined, or a mix of 
both

Ingqingqo ngokubhaliweyo

Non-fiction noun prose 
writing (not poetry) that is 
informative or factual rather 
than fictional (a made-up 
story)

Amabali ayinyaniso

Paragraph noun a short part 
of a text, consisting of at least 
one sentence and beginning 
on a new line. It usually 
deals with a single event, 
description, idea, etc.

Umhlathi

Passage noun an extract from 
a written work, usually only a 
few paragraphs long.

Isicatshulwa

Plot noun the main events of 
a play, novel, film or story

Isakhiwo sebali
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Resolution/solution to 
the problem noun the act of 
solving or ending a problem or 
difficulty

Isisombululo sengxaki

Setting noun the place or 
type of surroundings where 
events take place

Isimo sentlalo yebali

Title noun the name of a 
book, composition or story

Isikhokelo sebali

Summary noun a brief 
statement or account of 
the main points of a story, 
passage or book

isishwankathelo

Text noun a book or other 
written or printed work

amazwi abhaliweyo/itekisi

Text structure noun phrase 
the way in which information 
is organized and presented in 
a text

Ulwakhiwo lwebali
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