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MODULE D3

Progression in Assessment

1.   Introduction

Module D focuses on the assessment of reading. Assessment is 

often seen as the most difficult aspect of teaching and it is one 

that many teachers shy away from. Many teachers just teach and 

‘hope for the best’, rather than having a clear picture of how their 

learners are doing and the progress they are making. We hope that 

this module will help teachers to introduce regular assessment into 

every aspect of their teaching of reading. We hope that the module 

will help them understand some of the difficult concepts behind 

assessment, but also provide some ways of doing it which are 

manageable.

The purpose of Unit D3 is to ensure that teachers understand what 

is meant by progression and how vital it is to the learning process. 

Focusing on progression, the unit explains that: 

•	 reading is a developmental process;

•	 although learners will not develop at the same pace or from 

the same starting point, they should all make progress in 

their reading from grade to grade. 

•	 The purpose of reading benchmarks is to enable teachers 

to ensure that learners reach appropriate levels of skill in 

reading by the end of each grade. 

•	 It is very important that by the end of Grade 3, learners are 

ready to make the transition from learning to read to reading 

to learn.

Progression 
noun the process 
of developing or 
moving gradually 
towards a more 
advanced state

Developmental 
process adj+noun 
a series of 
changes during 
which a person or 
organism grows 
and becomes 
mature.

Appropriate 
adj suitable or 
proper in the 
circumstances.

Transition noun a 
period of changing 
from one state 
or condition to 
another
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TEACHER ACTIVITY 1

THINK ABOUT PROGRESSION

In your groups, discuss the word ‘progression’. 

1. What does it mean in terms of the development of 
reading skills?

2. How much have your learners progressed in their 
reading since the beginning of this year?

3. How much progression are you expecting to see by 
the time they complete Grade 3?

4. How can you ensure progression through your 
teaching?

5. How can you measure progression through your 

assessment?

1.1  Progression in reading

Reading is a developmental process:

•	 Benchmarks must be achieved in Grade R to ensure that 

children can learn to decode in Grade 1 (e.g. phonological 

awareness, alphabetic knowledge)

•	 Benchmarks must be achieved in Grade 1 to ensure that 

learners can read fl uently with comprehension in Grades 

2/3 (e.g. knowledge of sound-spelling relationships, word 

recognition)

•	 Learners’ reading should improve from grade to grade

•	 Teachers need benchmarks to ensure that learners are 

achieving at grade level. Not all learners will achieve at 

the same level, however. There will be a range of grade-

appropriate levels of achievement.

•	 Teachers need to assess learners to ensure that they are 

making progress.
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Learners need to move from learning to read in the FP to reading to 

learn in the IP, i.e. they must be independent readers by the end of 

Grade 3, so that they can use their reading skills to learn in all their 

learning areas.

Table 1 lays out the levels of achievement which are appropriate in 

each grade.

Table 1: Progression in Reading Skills through the 

Foundation Phase

Grade R: Main focus: developing oral language; phonological 
awareness & alphabetic knowledge

Decoding Phonological awareness: claps or counts words 
in an oral sentence; claps or counts syllables in 
words; blends syllables to make words; segments 
and blends phonemes in words

Alphabetic knowledge: identifies letter-sound 
relationships for some letters of the alphabet

Comprehension Listening comprehension: Listens to texts read 
aloud with understanding; answers literal, 
inferential, appreciation and evaluation questions; 
shows understanding of stories (setting, 
characters, problem, resolution, big idea) and 
non-fiction (purpose, main ideas); is able to retell 
a story

Vocabulary:  Develops a wide oral vocabulary; 
shows curiosity about words

Response Understands that texts have a purpose; responds 
to texts in ways that show engagement e.g. 
laughing at humour, empathizing with a character,  
asking questions, expressing opinions
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Grade 1: Main focus: decoding – by the end of the year 
learners should be able to read simple, grade level texts with 
comprehension and some fluency

Decoding Phonological awareness: segments sentences into 
words and words into syllables; blends syllables to 
make words; segments and blends phonemes in 
words

Alphabetic knowledge: Sounds out all letters of the 
alphabet (end of Term 1)

Sound-spelling relationships: Knows all single letter 
sounds; segments and blends using sounds learned; 
uses some consonant blends; recognizes some 
digraphs at beginning and end of words

Word recognition: recognises high frequency words 
ORF: achieves some fluency with grade level texts 
by Term 3-4; 5-18 wcpm in Home Language by end 
Grade 1 

Comprehension Listening comprehension: Listens to texts 
of increasing range and complexity with 
understanding; answers literal, inferential, 
appreciation and evaluation questions; shows 
understanding of stories and a wider range of non-
fiction texts; retells a story; gives main ideas of 
non-fiction texts

Reading comprehension: shows understanding of 
simple texts read aloud in GGR

Vocabulary: Increases oral vocabulary; shows 
curiosity about words; begins to develop a reading 
vocabulary

Response Understands that texts have a purpose; responds to 
texts in ways that show engagement e.g. laughing 
at humour, empathizing with a character, asking 
questions, expressing opinions
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Grade 2: Main focus: Consolidating phonics; building ORF and 
reading comprehension

Decoding Sound-spelling relationships: segments and blends 
words of increasing orthographical complexity – 
initial and final consonant blends, vowel digraphs, 
silent ‘e’

Word recognition:  automatically decodes an 
increasing number of high frequency words

ORF: Continues to develop fluency; 32-36 wcpm in 
Home Language by end Grade 2

Compehension Listening comprehension: Listens to texts of 
increasing range and complexity with understanding; 
answers literal, inferential, appreciation and 
evaluation questions; shows understanding of stories 
and a wider range of non-fiction texts; retells a 
story; gives main ideas of non-fiction texts

Reading comprehension: reads texts of increasing 
length and complexity, both fiction and non-fiction, 
with understanding; answers literal, inferential, 
appreciation and evaluation questions; begins to 
develop reading strategies; reads with increasing 
independence

Vocabulary: Extends reading vocabulary; shows 
curiosity about words; uses strategies to work out 
meaning of words; actively extends vocabulary by 
keeping a personal dictionary

Response Understands that texts are written with purpose and 
audience in mind; responds to texts in ways that 
show engagement e.g. empathizing with a character, 
asking questions, expressing opinions; actively seeks 
out books to read; has a favourite author/genre/
topic
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Grade 3: Main focus: Extending ORF and comprehension; moving 
from learning to read to reading to learn 

Decoding Sound-spelling relationships: some consolidation 
may still be needed for weaker learners; some 
focus on unusual spelling patterns e.g. –ough, 
-eigh, -augh

Word recognition: automatically decodes most high 
frequency words

ORF: continues to develop fluency; 44-48 wcpm in 
Home Language by end Grade 3

Comprehension Listening comprehension: as learners are able to 
read texts of increasing length and complexity, 
read-alouds become less important but they are 
still used to extend learners’ oral language and 
their exposure to complex texts

Reading comprehension: reads texts of increasing 
length and complexity, both fiction and non-
fiction, with understanding;  answers literal, 
inferential, appreciation and evaluation questions; 
develops reading strategies; reads with increasing 
independence; is able to extract information from 
a text e.g. by taking notes or completing a chart

Vocabulary:  Extends reading vocabulary; shows 
curiosity about words; uses strategies to work 
out meaning of words; uses a dictionary; actively 
extends vocabulary by keeping a personal 
dictionary

Response Understands that texts are written with purpose 
and audience in mind; responds to texts in ways 
that show engagement e.g. empathizing with a 
character, asking questions, expressing opinions; 
actively seeks out books to read; has a favourite 
author/genre/topic; reads for a purpose e.g. to 
find out information for a topic in Life Skills
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TEACHER ACTIVITY 2

1.2  Progression in EFAL and AFAL

Appendices 3 and 4 give more detail about the benchmarks 

learners should reach in each grade in their Additional Language 

(English or Afrikaans), as they progress through the grades. They 

also suggest ways of assessing whether learners have reached 

appropriate levels.

Working with a colleague who teaches the same grade that you do:

•	 Fill in the forms in Appendices 1 and 2 (they will be familiar 

to you, as you fi lled them in while working on Module C). 

Make use of the table above, as well as those in Appendices 3 

and 4, if necessary.

PLANNING FOR PROGRESSION FOR LEARNERS IN 
YOUR GRADE

Working with a colleague who teaches the same grade that 
you do:

1. Fill in the forms in Appendices 1 and 2 (they will be 
familiar to you, as you fi lled them in while working 
on Module C). Make use of the table above, as well 
as those in Appendices 3 and 4, if necessary.


