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MODULE F3

Assessment for Planning

1.   Introduction

A teacher who is qualified to teach in the Foundation Phase is not 

necessarily familiar with the process of planning for the Foundation 

Phase Curriculum and Assessment Policy Statement (CAPS), which 

was introduced in 2012. Module F gives guidance to such teachers, 

focusing on planning a reading programme. 

In the CAPS curriculum for Home Language, there are a number of 

short literacy activities which should be carried out each day (or in 

some case, 3 days a week), usually for 15 minutes:

 • Listening and speaking, which includes learners listening to 

stories read aloud (15 minutes)

 • Shared Reading (15 minutes)

 • Phonics (15 minutes)

 • Handwriting (15 minutes)

 • Group Guided Reading, paired and independent reading (15 

minutes x 2); 

 • Writing (15 minutes)

The First Additional Language curriculum requires all the same 

activities except Handwriting. For FAL, Group Guided Reading is not 

introduced until Grade 2.

Planning is very important when using the CAPS because the 

teacher has to schedule these activities over 5 days, ensuring 

progression and logical sequencing. The Zenex Literacy Project 

has developed a strategy of ‘planning across’ and ‘planning down’. 

When planning across, teachers focus on how they will develop an 

activity such as phonics over 5 lessons in a week, with assessment 

at the end of the week. When planning down, teachers focus on 

coherence and efficient transitions. 
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TEACHER ACTIVITY 1

WHAT PART DOES ASSESSMENT PLAY IN 
PLANNING?

In small groups or pairs, discuss the above question. Think 
about:

1. How base-line assessment can be used for planning;

2. How on-going informal formative assessment can be used 

for planning;

3. How summative assessment at the end of a term or year 

can help with planning for the next period.

4. Discuss diagnostic assessment and the part it could 

possibly play in planning.

Report back to the whole class on your ideas. Record them 
on the board / fl ip-chart. Now study the following sections 
of the manual.

1.1   Why is assessment important for 
planning?

Assessment plays a vital role in planning because:

1. The results of assessment tell the teacher what children 

already know and can do. This becomes the starting point for 

planning your reading programme.

2. Not all learners will be at the same stage in their reading 

development; assessment enables you to group learners 

according to ability so that they are learning at an 

appropriate level of challenge.

3. Ongoing assessment enables you to evaluate how effective 

your teaching has been and then plan to use the same 
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methods again, or to try different ones, depending on 

whether your approach has been successful or not.

4. Assessment enables you to adjust your plans as you go along 

so that all your learners are making progress.

1.2   Different types of assessment

Each type of assessment plays a specific role in your planning:

1.2.1   Baseline assessment

Teachers carry out baseline assessments at the beginning of the 

year. These can involve observation, written tests and records of 

learners’ prior achievement. This enables you to:

 • establish what learners already know and can do.  

 • Know at which point you need to start when constructing 

your plan;

 • group your learners according to their strengths so that 

each learner can derive maximum benefit from the learning 

in your classroom. 

1.2.2   Formative assessment (sometimes called 
assessment for learning)

The purpose of formative assessment is to provide feedback to the 

learner so that he/she can improve. It also enables the teacher to 

improve her teaching of reading. 

 • Formative assessment makes it possible for the teacher 

to track the progress of individual learners. It is usually 

informal and continuous, and it is not ‘for marks’.  

 • Formative assessment usually takes place during group 

guided reading. The teacher keeps a record in an 

assessment book. It helps both learners and teachers to 

set goals (to plan ahead)
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The role of feedback in formative assessment

 • Feedback provides the learner with information about 

what he/she is getting right and where and how he/she 

needs to improve.  It enables the learner to set goals for 

improvement.

 • Accurate feedback is an essential part of formative 

assessment. Without this, it is very difficult for a learner to 

improve.

Formative assessment in a primary classroom

 • a short video can be accessed at the following link, in which 

an American Foundation Phase teacher talks about using 

formative assessment. We encourage you to watch this 

video if at all possible: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dxAXJEK--qk

1.2.3   Summative assessment

The purpose of summative assessment is to evaluate a child’s 

learning at the end of a unit of learning or a period of term e.g. at 

the end of term or at the end of the year.

In summative assessment:

 • learning is often measured against some standard or 

criteria e.g. the assessment standards in the CAPS

 • a mark or grade is usually given e.g. in the CAPS the 

following codes are used: 1. not achieved …. 7. outstanding 

achievement

 • formal and written forms of assessment are usually used.

The results of this assessment can be used to determine:

 • Whether your learners are attaining the required standards 

specified in CAPS;

 • At what level you need to begin with your next term’s / 

year’s planning;
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 • Which aspects of the curriculum need the most time and 

attention in your next plan;

 • Areas of weakness and strength of particular learners, so 

that you can plan specific types of group work in the next 

term / year.

1.2.4   Diagnostic assessment

Diagnostic assessment is designed to find out the individual 

learner’s strengths and weaknesses. It can also be used to identify 

learners who might have particular reading difficulties.

Baseline assessment is a form of diagnostic assessment.

This kind of assessment can also assist with grouping learners or 

planning specific interventions for learners who are experiencing 

particular difficulties or who are particularly far ahead of the rest of 

the class.


