
LEARNING BACKLOGS IN 
SENIOR PHASE ENGLISH



Framing of the 
paper 
The focus of the paper is on: 

1. Research review 

2. How backlogs were exacerbated 
post 2020 

3. Comparison with other Southern 
African countries 

4. Some recommendations 



Presentation focus



• Enough research into literacy in the 
earlier phases but less is written in the 
Senior Phase. 

• The paper references body of research 
in the Intermediate Phase, which has 
direct bearing in the SP. 

RESEARCH REVIEW



In an area where there is 11 official 
languages, there is a very high level of 
inequality in the development of 
resources in languages other than 
English 

RESOURCES 



• There is less research into writing than 
reading in the Senior Phase 

• Where there is research, very little writing 
is done and does not have depth across 
genres. 

• Routine grammar exercises make up bulk 
of writing

READING  vs WRITING 



Interventions to improve literacy improve 
learners’ spelling and language but 
seldom make significant improvements in 
reading comprehension. 

INTERVENTIONS IN THE PHASE 



Learners who performed better 
academically and were better readers 
benefitted more from interventions than 
those who were struggling. 

MATTHEW EFFECT 



How do we 
lever on  

digital reading 
and writing of 

learners to 
improve 

formal school 
literacy 



RECOMMENDATIONS 



1. MULTILINGUALISM 
Address multilingualism in the classroom creatively in initial teacher education 
courses and provide career-long, sustained support for in-service teacher professional 
development

(Mnyanda & Mbelani, 2018).



2. STRATEGIES TO IMPROVE LITERACY 
Develop cost-effective strategies to improve foundational literacy and numeracy 
skills such as targeted instruction (e.g. Teaching at the Right Level) and structured
pedagogy 

(Angrist et al., 2021).



3. CLASSROOM RESOURCES 
Acknowledge the resources that teachers are currently using as they attempt to 
carry out what is in many ways an impossible task of teaching children with an 
inappropriate language policy and a complete lack of language support in textbooks 
and assessment.



4. LIMITATIONS 
Acknowledge the limitations of the knowledge and experience of English 
monolinguals or English/Afrikaans bilingual researchers, policymakers, and materials 
developers in a context of African multilingualism.



5. OUT – OF – SCHOOL INITIATIVES 
Support out-of-school literacy initiatives such as reading clubs and holiday literacy 
clubs which expand children’s opportunities for pleasurable and stimulating 
engagement with texts (print, digital and oral) – as listeners, as readers, as writers, as 
performers.



QUESTIONS 



1. Reflection and Gaps 

2. Opportunities 
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